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   Love Uncommon 
Greetings Friend, 
If you are like me, reading and studying the bible is very important in your life. 
At the same time, just DOING life can be overwhelming and eat up every 
minute of everyday. 

I am committed to taking a few minutes every day to read my Bible and try to 
internalize God’s message into my daily life. I use a daily journal, a simple 
spiral notebook, to record my thoughts and write out my prayers and praise.  

My desire with my Born to Bloom Easy Study Series is to provide studies that 
are short, simple and sharable. Each one applies the S.E.E.D.S* method of easy 
study and prayer time. 

I have a few printed versions available and also provide a variety of 
downloadable/printable study guides. 

Please check out my website for other options. www.patlayton.net  

I love your feedback anytime at patlayton@mac.com and ways I can make my 
products better or fit easier into your busy life. 

In His Grip of Grace with You! 

Pat Layton 

I also love to connect on Instagram; Facebook and Twitter 

http://www.patlayton.net
mailto:patlayton@mac.com


Love Uncommon: A 10 Day Devotional digs into the parable of the Good 
Samaritan found in Luke 10_25-37. There is MUCH MORE to study regarding 
this parable, the biblical context of the message, allegorical interpretations, etc. 
If you have extra time a deeper dig into theses timeless verses is well worth the 
effort. Here is an example of a simple “google” search from Wikipedia. 

The parable of the Good Samaritan is a parable told by Jesus in Luke 10:25–
37. It is about a traveler who is stripped of clothing, beaten, and left half dead 
alongside the road. First a priest and then a Levite comes by, but both avoid 
the man. Finally, a Samaritan happens upon the traveler. Samaritans and Jews 
generally despised each other, but the Samaritan helps the injured man. Jesus 
is described as telling the parable in response to the question from a lawyer, 
"And who is my neighbor?" who Leviticus Lev 19:18 says should be loved. In 
response, Jesus tells the parable, the conclusion of which is that the neighbour 
figure in the parable is the man who shows mercy to the injured man—that is, 
the Samaritan.[1]

Some Christians, such as Augustine, have interpreted the parable allegorically, 
with the Samaritan representing Jesus Christ, who saves the sinful soul.[2] 
Others, however, discount this allegory as unrelated to the parable's original 
meaning[2] and see the parable as exemplifying the ethics of Jesus.[3]

The parable has inspired painting, sculpture, satire, poetry, and film. The 
colloquial phrase "good Samaritan", meaning someone who helps a stranger, 
derives from this parable, and many hospitals and charitable organizations are 
named after the Good Samaritan. *

For our purposes over the next 10 days, we will take a sweetly simple look at 
these verses and see how God stirs their message in our hearts ‘for such a time 
as this”. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parables_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/?osis=niv:Luke.10:25%E2%80%9337:25
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/?osis=niv:Luke.10:25%E2%80%9337:25
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kohen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Levite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samaritan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jews
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Leviticus
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/?osis=niv:Leviticus.19:18%E2%80%9319:18
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustine_of_Hippo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allegory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colloquial
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Good_Samaritan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Good_Samaritan_Hospital_(disambiguation)


The SEEDS Method of Daily Study Example using Psalm 139 

S—Say It 

Simple speak God’s Word out loud. 

E---Examine it 
What does this verse of scripture mean to you personally? Why 

does it matter in my life that God has “searched” me and “knows” 

me? What about the fact that God “knows my thoughts” and is 
‘Familiar with my ways” 

E---Enjoy it! 

How does God bless me with this truth? What GOOD does it do 
me?  

D---Deposit it 

Memorize this verse this week and name one way you can apply it 
to minister to someone else. 

S—-SHARE it! 
Tell somebody what God showed you today through His Word! 



DAY ONE______________ 

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” 
he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  
Luke 10:25 

When our daughter Juliana was 19, she passed me in her bathing suit to 
sunbath beside our Florida pool. As she skipped by I caught an image of 
what appeared to be letters across her back. Without a thought I reached for 
her arm and with 20-20 vision read the word fearless tattooed in black. After 
regaining some control I was immediately struck by the irony of the 
declaration realizing that her fearless tattoo had been fearfully hidden for 
some time. A confession followed describing a spontaneous 18-year-old 
birthday moment that she had kept secret until that day. I knew Julianna was 
clear about her parent’s position on tattoos and our agreement with her 
regarding a discussion and approval before making any impulsive choices.   

Julianna had conveniently forgotten that agreement. 

Similarly, the Pharisee, an expert in the law, who paused Jesus from His 
planned agenda had also conveniently forgotten a portion of the law 
eloquently detailed by Moses.  

While far from my teenage years I can still find myself conveniently 
forgetting God’s law and biblical precepts. This is not unique to any 
generation or population.    

Focus on the words of scripture above today! Use the following page, or 
your own journal to: 

S—Say it 
E—Examine it. 
E—Enjoy it. 
D—Deposit it. 
S—Share it. 



How about you? Journal your thoughts about a past or current struggle 
relating to forgetting God’s best rules for your best life.  

Lord, Thank you for your message in Deuteronomy, as well as every page of 
the Bible that, not only do I find your laws but also, I find your love. I 
believe that every day is planned for me (Ps 139:15) and my best days are 
the days that I’m reminded of your word.  Help me to see and embrace what 
you are revealing to me in the parable of The Good Samaritan. My prayer is 
to be intentional about living and loving fearlessly. Amen 



DAY TWO  _________________ 

“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”  
Luke 10:26 

The book of Deuteronomy, the home of The Ten Commandments, provides 
us with a 4-part discourse from Moses. These verses are referenced more 
than 80 times in the NT and frequently quoted by Jesus.  

God’s message is simple and direct. 

He loves us no matter what, however the “benefits” of His love follow His 
law.  

Deuteronomy 5:32-33  

“Be careful to do what the Lord your God has commanded you. Do not turn 
aside to the right or the left. Walk in the way that the Lord your God has 
commanded you, SO THAT you may live and prosper and prolong your days 
in the land that you will possess.” 

Later Moses instructs us to tie these laws on our hands, bind them on our 
forehead and write them on our doorways!  

In other words--Let’s not forget! 



 
Journal your thoughts about how your life is prospering or struggling as you 
look at these verses with fresh eyes and an open heart: 

Lord, thank you for your timeless WORD. Thank you that you have placed 
every phrase, every parable, every instruction, every promise here for my 
benefit. Thank you that you own and care for my heart in ways no one else 
does. You love me in ways no one else can. Your grace reaches beyond all 
human ability and understanding. Speak to me today Lord, I am listening. 
Amen 



DAY THREE_______________ 

He (Jesus) answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’….. 
Luke 10:27 

I remember, as if it was yesterday, the first time I laid eyes on each of my 
children and grandchildren. Oh my. That moment of supernatural love, 
vulnerability and a sense that life will never be the same.  

In the same way, I remember the first time I truly understood the love God 
has for me and I have for Him. 

I was “the sinful woman” at a woman’s retreat when I heard the complete 
gospel of Jesus Christ for the very first time. I grew up with an un-owned, 
impersonal, belief in God.  He was the creator of the universe and Jesus was 
his son. I did not have a deep understanding of God’s love for me or His plan 
and place in my life. 

After that teaching on June 9, 1984, the offer was made to surrender my life 
to Christ. With a tear-soaked face I ran to the alter and laid down a very 
messy life, including past rebellion, immorality and abortion. I knew without 
a shadow of doubt that Jesus had immersed his love in my mess. He had a 
mighty work to do in my heart and soul that would be for my good. 
Surrender lifts the darkness. I truly understood those words—“love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, all your soul and all your mind.”  

I am His and He is mine. 



Take some time to journal thoughts about your revelation of God’s love for 
you.  Was there a time (or times) when you surrendered your life to Jesus 
Christ—heart and soul?  If you are not sure, let today be the day of your 
salvation assurance.  Note the day in your bible using permanent ink, never 
let the enemy back. 

Thank you Lord that you loved me first—that my heart, soul and mind 
belong to you. You are my creator and the lover of my soul. My life is in your 
capable and gracious hands. Direct my path from this day forward. I want to 
follow you. Amen.  



DAY FOUR ___________ 

Love your neighbor as yourself. Luke 10:27(b) 

He was a scary neighbor.  

There is just no other way to describe him. He actually lived in the woods 
just beyond our home.  

My 3 younger sisters and I would watch him from the bushes and giggle at 
his dirty old clothes and the beaten up shack, that was his home. We created 
all kinds of story games about who we thought he was and why he lived in 
the woods. Maybe he was crazy or a criminal who was hiding from the 
police. Our imaginations even led to wonder if he was a troll!  

Then one day, he spotted us and all our made up stories vanished when he 
smiled a toothless smile.  Suddenly he became a person. The next thing I 
knew we were telling our Mom about him. She walked up to the shack door 
and chatted with him. Determining it was safe, she then had the 4 of us walk 
up with a basket filled with fruit and bread and a stack of extra blankets. “He 
is just an old man who has run out of luck,” she explained.  

From that day on the four of us would take snacks and blessings to our 
neighbor until one day he was just gone and the shack was empty. 



 
Journal your thoughts on a neighbor story that God brings to your mind. It 
might be the beggar on the busy intersection by your home. It might be the 
grouchy neighbor across the street that intentionally knocks your garbage 
can over when she backs up her car.  

Who is the neighbor God is bringing to your mind? What might He be 
asking you to do? 

Lord, I know I am guilty of being “busy” and going past my neighbors 
without a thought about their lives. I have kids, work, agendas and ‘to do” 
lists. Plus, this is a scary world.  How do I know who to trust? What am I 
supposed to do? Show me how to love the unlovely, Lord. Open my eyes to 
see You in them and to follow your directions for my part. Amen. 



DAY FIVE_______________ 

“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will 
live.” Luke 10:28 

I still remember the very first girl who walked through the doors of our 
newly opened crisis pregnancy center in Tampa. She was a beautiful 16-
year-old, light skinned Hispanic who literally fell into my arms. My first 
thought—“Oh my gosh, I haven’t been trained yet.” The first crisis advocate 
training was set for the next weekend and I had not a clue what to do.   

Then love kicked in.  
Love doesn’t need lessons.  
Love doesn’t need guide books.  
Love doesn’t need a time frame.  
As author Bob Goff says “LOVE DOES.” 
Love just does. 

I loved on her.  I listened to her story of lost innocence and of all the people 
in her life who had given up on her. She became a friend and we walked 
step-by-step beginning with her pregnancy test to telling her family about 
the crisis. I was with her when her baby girl was born and loved her through 
her tears as she spoke the most sacrificial goodbye through adoption.  

Love doesn’t need instructions, love just does. 



 
Journal your thoughts describing a moment in your life when someone’s 
love supported and sustained you. A moment when someone didn’t count the 
cost, they simply carried out the command.  

Thank you Lord for the times in my life when you sent someone to love me, 
to show me grace, to pick me up, to open a door for me, to make a way 
where a way seemed impossible. Help me Lord to hear your still, small voice 
and to obey your call to love the unlovable . Amen  



DAY SIX_______________ 

But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?” Luke 10:29 

Oh my—justify! Yikes! 

We recently moved from our lifetime home in Tampa after 

 having only lived in the house we were in for 4 years. I was so ashamed and 
aware as we drove that U-haul away that I only had to say goodbye to a 
couple of neighbors. The others, I barely knew. I had NOT been great 
neighbor but then again—let me JUSTIFY that, neither had they. None of us 
took the time from our busy schedules to stop by with cookies, invite 
someone over for a cookout or take a casserole when one was injured or 
sick. 

Maybe your neighborhood is different. Maybe you are better at this. I hope 
so but as for me, I can be far too close to this guy’s response… 

“Ummm..like who Jesus? Exactly who do you mean?” 

Justify: jus·ti·fy: show or prove to be right or reasonable; be a good reason 
for; declare or make righteous in the sight of God. 

We have ALL been there, done that. Right?! 

I wish I could take back every time I have ever attempted to “Justify” my 
behavior or LACK OF behavior before God and Man! 

We miss so many opportunities to join God in His Kingdom work out of 
fear, pride and just plain ole’ laziness. That is what I hear in this verse. 
“Like, Okay, ummm…like I hear ya Jesus but — HELLO. I mean I can’t 
save the world, right?! I mean there is trouble everywhere but I live in a big 
house on a big lot out in the desert and nobody lives near me. I don’t really 
HAVE any neighbors so I get a pass on this one, right? 



Journal your thoughts. So, we considered on Day Four—the creepy neighbor 
or the homeless woman with the sign on the corner who is in an obvious life 
mess but how about just the ones next door, or the church friend you’ve 
never said hi to? Is there simply a real life neighbor God is prompting you to 
reach out to? 

Lord, Thank you that you remind us that your burden is easy, that your 
weight is light. It is not always some heavy, deep spiritual truth that tugs on 
my heart. Sometimes it’s simply a prompt to say “hello—have a cookie.” :) 
Amen. 



DAY SEVEN_______________ 

In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat 
him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be 
going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on 
the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw 
him, passed by on the other side. Luke 10:30-32 

Loving our neighbor takes PAUSE. 

As Jesus carried out His public ministry He PAUSED for hurting people. He 
consistently ministered to the needs of the broken. My problem is I just get 
too busy on my own path. I often fill my schedule so tightly that I truly don’t 
have time to PAUSE. Other times, I am simply afraid. Afraid I can’t meet the 
need, afraid of making the investment, afraid I won’t have enough, be 
enough or know enough.  

This I know — real ministry, real life change, real love — requires PAUSE! 

In this story Jesus teaches 2/3 of the people on the road passed by the 
Samaritan. Jericho Road was not a safe place to stop — it was dark, windy 
and scary with the risk of being robbed or attacked.  

The priest passed by. The Levite passed by.  

It causes me to ponder — how often do I pass by when God has set my path 
on a road to rescue a neighbor?  



 
Journal your thoughts about a time when you did not PAUSE as Jesus promp
ted your heart. What was the result? 

Lord, please forgive me for the times when I have missed your prompting to 
pause. Stir my spirit to be sensitive to those opportunities that come my way. 
Thank you that where you guide, you provide. I can trust you to lead me and 
equip me as needed for those who are in need and placed on my path. Amen. 



DAY EIGHT_______________ 

But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was, and when he 
saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his 
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Luke 10:33-34 

It took someone who was willing to STOP and listen, to put aside an 
important appointment. Something urgent on the “To-Do” list or maybe 
something they had been looking forward to, like a vacation, a fun get-away. 
The one who stopped, the Samaritan, was probably someone who knew what 
it means to feel or be desperate and injured. 

I know how it feels to be desperate and injured. 

I’ll bet you know how it feels to be desperate and injured. 

Pain is universal. It does not care about denominations, doctrinal positions or 
political parties. It attacks in the ghettos and in the suburbs. It attacks the 
doctor’s patients and his family. It attacks the Pastor’s family and his sheep. 
It slithers around the boardroom, on college campuses and the high school 
locker room. 

God’s plan for is to us be there for one another—for people who are 
desperate, injured and deserted. People who are broken, battered, bleeding, 
beaten up by life, by immorality, by abandonment, by poor choices or bad 
breaks. 

People we would rather pass and not touch. 



Journal your thoughts: What are some times when you HAVE Paused? What 
was THAT result? What “oil/wine” did God provide for you--financial 
support, referral, connections, resources, skills, or experience? 

Thank you Lord for your sweet prompting to pause and rescue those who are 
in need as they cross my path of life. Thank you for providing ways for me to 
step up and make a difference. I am your willing servant Lord and I am 
ready to love my neighbor in your name. Amen. 



DAY NINE_______________ 

Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care 
of him. Luke 10:34(b) 

Loving our broken and hurting neighbor often takes PARTNERSHIP.  

God has given us an assignment and an opportunity to pour out the oil and 
the wine of His Word. To tell men and women that “All things are possible 
with God,” that “our past does not determine our future,” that if you are half 
dead, you are half ALIVE and that God has people who want to bring LIFE 
into any situation. 

At first glance it would seem that this story is focused on the relationship 
between the Good Samaritan and the injured man, but I think Jesus has a 
different message for the story. I think Jesus was trying to show what could 
be accomplished when 2 or MORE come together in His name. I like to look 
at the relationship here between the Good Samaritan and the Innkeeper. The 
Samaritan took the time to PAUSE, to stop and listen. He got off his donkey 
(his safe ride, his high place), and he traded places with the injured man 
taking him to a place where he could find a partner.  

We often have to “trade places” with someone in order to help them. 

Real ministry rarely happens in familiar and safe places. Real ministry 
requires stepping into the unknown.  

Jesus says we are to stoop down and help, however, the Samaritan knew he 
couldn’t do this alone. 

He knew that real ministry demands partnership. The Good Samaritan was 
anointed and equipped to get the man off the street but he didn’t have all it 
took to get him healed. 

He needed partnership. 

The innkeeper had the time, talent and vacancy but he needed the 
reciprocating partnership and provisions of the Good Samaritan. Had they 
not combined their gifts and talents together – in agreement – to minister to 
the victim – no healing, no restoration, could be complete. 



Journal Your Thoughts on who God has placed in your life as a ministry 
partner and how you work together with them to accomplish God 
assignments. 

Lord thank you that I am not in this alone. You have your people everywhere. 
We are doctors and lawyers and leaders.  We are moms, dads and pastors. 
We are teachers, nurses and technicians. We are grandmothers and 
grandfathers, aunts and uncles. Thank you Lord that we have one another. 
We do our part and we encourage and support the role of others you assign 
to meet the needs of the injured on our path. Amen.  



DAY TEN_______________ 

The next day he took out two denarii[c] and gave them to the innkeeper. 
‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for 
any extra expense you may have.’ Luke 10:35 

Loving your neighbor takes PROVISION.  

A denarii is a silver coin often associated with a day’s wages. 

Ministry comes with a cost. The Good Samaritan understood that. After all 
he had done, he took his victim to the innkeeper. Then HE PUT UP THE 
first silver coins. For all we know they were his LAST silver coins. Then he 
told the Innkeeper, I will come back and if I owe you anything, I’ll pay you.  

That line gets me every time—“if I owe you anything.”  

He paused. He diverted his plans and stopped on the dark road to rescue the 
half dead man. He took care of him. He took the time to partner with 
someone who could help the man, then, as if that was not enough—he 
provided beyond all that!  

Loving our neighbor—Protecting God’s created life comes with a cost.  

The Good News is –The reward is amazing-The reward is Generational! 

The reward is Generational! 



 

Journal your thoughts: What provision has God made in your life for sharing 
with others? When have you recently sacrificed financial provision to 
partner with a local “innkeeper”, someone who is able to minister to a half 
dead man or woman on your behalf? Does God have more for me to 
provide? Do I need to “come back” and give more? 

Thank you Lord, that I can’t out give you. You will always provide for my 
needs and bless my life according to your riches in glory. All that I have is 
yours. Prompt my heart to trust you beyond what is easy to what is 
BEYOND. Amen. 



YOU DID IT!!! 

My prayer is that this 10 days in the scriptures has inspired you as much as it 
has inspired me to Pause; Partner and Provide as God has commanded us 
to do and as opportunities cross our path.  

As you likely know, one of my passions is to show God’s love to those those 
neighbors, the women and men who pass through the doors of faith based, 
sanctity of life, pregnancy care and medical centers across the nation. 

A portion of the proceeds from this devotional will be shared with them. 

My bible study, Surrendering the Secret was written to pour on the oil and 
the wine for women and men who feel “half dead” as the result of a past 
abortion. 

If that is you or anyone you know, please contact someone on our leadership 
team via www.surrenderingthesecret.com . 

We are here to serve you, 

In His Grip of Grace with YOU! 

Pat 

http://www.surrenderingthesecret.com


Are you a good samaritan?
Throw away what you THINK you know about the 

parable of the good samaritan and walk with Pat along 
this newly discovered journey. 

Join Pat Layton, Author of Life Unstuck:  Finding Peace with Your Past, 

Purpose in Your Present, Passion for Your Future (Revell 2015), on  a 10 

day devotional quest that will challenge you to love in whole new way. 

This book will:

Provide a short daily devotional reflection on the parable of the Good 
Samaritan.

Offer a place for journaling and prayer along the way.

Breathe fresh life into your ordinary day to LIVE the extraordinary.

Inspire you to ACTION spurred on by God's unique love for YOU!

Pat is a passionate and inspiring leader who, during 

her 25 years in full time ministry, has founded and 

led a variety of ministries. She is the author of 6 books, 

as well as a busy speaker and life coach. 

You can join Pat's adventure of faith at 
www.patlayon.net


